CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT FuLL TEXT

Ballot Title:
Right to Competitive Energy Market for Customers of Investor-Owned Utilities; Allowing Energy Choice

Ballot Summary:

Grants customers of investor-owned utilities the right to choose their electricity provider and to generate and
sell electricity. Requires the Legislature to adopt laws providing for competitive wholesale and retail markets for
electricity generation and supply, and consumer protections, by June 1, 2025, and repeals inconsistent
statutes, regulations, and orders. Limits investor-owned utilities to construction, operation, and repair of
electrical transmission and distribution systems. Municipal and cooperative utilities may opt into competitive

markets.

Article and Section Being Created or Amended:

Article X, new section

Full Text of the Proposed Amendment:
(a) POLICY DECLARATION. It is the policy of the State of Florida that its wholesale and retail electricity

markets be fully competitive so that electricity customers are afforded meaningful choices among a wide

variety of competing electricity providers.
(b) RIGHTS OF ELECTRICITY CUSTOMERS. Effective upon the dates and subject to the conditions and

exceptions set forth in subsections (c), (d), and (e), every person or entity that receives electricity service from

an investor-owned electric utility (referred to in this section as “electricity customers”) has the right to choose

their electricity provider, including, but not limited to, selecting from multiple providers in competitive wholesale

and retail electricity markets, or by producing electricity themselves or in association with others, and shall not

be forced to purchase electricity from one provider. Except as specifically provided for below, nothing in this

section shall be construed to limit the right of electricity customers to buy, sell, trade, or dispose of electricity.

(c) IMPLEMENTATION. By June 1, 2023, the Legislature shall adopt complete and comprehensive leqgislation

to implement this section in a manner fully consistent with its broad purposes and stated terms, which shall

take effect no later than June 1, 2025, and which shall:

(1) implement language that entitles electricity customers to purchase competitively priced electricity, including

but not limited to provisions that are designed to (i) limit the activity of investor-owned electric utilities to the

construction, operation, and repair of electrical transmission and distribution systems, (ii) promote competition

in the generation and retail sale of electricity through various means, including the limitation of market power,
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(i) protect against unwarranted service disconnections, unauthorized changes in electric service, and

deceptive or unfair practices, (iv) prohibit any granting of either monopolies or exclusive franchises for the

generation and sale of electricity, and (v) establish an independent market monitor to ensure the

competitiveness of the wholesale and retail electric markets.

(2) Upon enactment of any law by the Legislature pursuant to this section, all statutes, requlations, or orders

which conflict with this section shall be void.

(d) EXCEPTIONS. Nothing in this section shall be construed to affect the existing rights or duties of electric

cooperatives, municipally-owned electric utilities, or their customers and owners in any way, except that

electric cooperatives and municipally-owned electric utilities may freely participate in the competitive wholesale

electricity market and may choose, at their discretion, to participate in the competitive retail electricity market.

Nothing in this section shall be construed to invalidate this State's public policies on renewable energy, energy

efficiency, and environmental protection, or to limit the Legislature's ability to impose such policies on

participants in competitive electricity markets. Nothing in this section shall be construed to limit or expand the

existing authority of this State or any of its political subdivisions to levy and collect taxes, assessments,

charges, or fees related to electricity service.

(e) EXECUTION. If the Legislature does not adopt complete and comprehensive legislation to implement this

section in a manner fully consistent with its broad purposes and stated terms by June 1, 2023, then any Florida

citizen shall have standing to seek judicial relief to compel the Legqislature to comply with its constitutional duty

to enact such leqgislation under this section.

Initiative Information

Date Approved 10/05/2018 Serial Number 18-1
Sponsor Name: Citizens for Energy Choices
Sponsor Address: Post Office Box 1101, Alachua, FL 32616
Page 2 of 2




